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sides of this Chamber to take care of 
the uninsurable people because of pre-
existing conditions right now, but this 
side is willing to address that on stand- 
alone legislation, or it would have al-
ready have been passed, unfortunately. 
I am surprised they keep pounding on 
that over and over and over again. 

Yesterday, in Ohio, the President 
said the Democrats needed courage to 
pass his national health care plan. 
Sadly, as we speak, leaders across the 
aisle are meeting behind closed doors 
to invent a creative way to approve the 
President’s health care plan without 
requiring Members of the House to 
take an up-or-down vote on the actual 
bill. The legitimacy of something as 
controversial as the health care bill 
would be further clouded by such clever 
parliamentary maneuvers. 

That’s not courage. That’s malfea-
sance. It’s an absolute betrayal of the 
public trust, and it would represent an 
unprecedented abuse of power that 
would take this Nation down a dan-
gerous path. 

We’re a Nation of laws. When these 
laws are not convenient, you shouldn’t 
simply ignore them. We should follow 
them, regardless of the outcome; other-
wise, everything about our democratic 
Republic is at risk. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Ms. CLARKE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. CLARKE. Madam Speaker, we all 
know that health care costs are 
unsustainable. They’re still crushing 
families, small businesses and large 
companies alike. When people lose 
their jobs, they lose their health insur-
ance. Even people who do have jobs and 
want coverage but have preexisting 
conditions still couldn’t get coverage. 

We are closer than ever to reforming 
our Nation’s broken health insurance 
system with a plan that puts America 
back in control of their health care 
choices, holds insurance companies ac-
countable, and makes coverage more 
affordable. 

As we move forward through this leg-
islative process, I am confident that 
our bill will make health insurance af-
fordable for the middle class and small 
businesses by reducing premiums and 
out-of-pocket costs, give millions of 
Americans access to affordable insur-
ance choices through a new, competi-
tive health insurance market, and hold 
insurance companies accountable to 
keep premiums down and prevent deni-
als of coverage, including for pre-
existing conditions. And it will close 
the disastrous doughnut hole that sen-
iors are having to chose between life-
saving medication and food to eat. 

For over 12 years, the once Repub-
lican-led Congress has failed to do this. 
We’re going to do it now. 

HEALTH CARE AND THE 
SLAUGHTER RULE 

(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Madam Speaker, Ar-
ticle I, section 7 of the Constitution 
says that in order for a bill to become 
law, it shall have passed the House of 
Representatives and the Senate; yet 
yesterday, Speaker PELOSI endorsed 
the so-called Slaughter rule, which 
would merely deem that the House has 
passed the Senate health care bill and 
then send it to President Obama to 
sign without a direct recorded vote. 
This scheme is misguided, arrogant, 
and fundamentally wrong. 

The Speaker reportedly added, no-
body wants to vote for the Senate bill. 
Given the facts that, among other 
things, the $1 trillion bill is marred 
with special deals, mandates, tax 
hikes, and Medicare cuts, it is no won-
der they don’t want to vote for it. 

Considering the wide-ranging effects 
this trillion-dollar effort to change 
health care will have, the American 
people deserve a clear, up-or-down vote 
on this bill. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Mr. ELLISON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. ELLISON. Madam Speaker, be-
tween the year 2000 and 2006, the Re-
publicans had the House, the Senate, 
and the White House, and they did 
nothing of good to help the American 
people. And now you listen to them and 
it sounds like they actually are for 
health care for the American people. 
But if they were for the American peo-
ple, they would have done something in 
those 6 years about people being af-
fected by rescission, by preexisting 
condition, by carrying young people on 
the health care policy of their parents 
until they’re 26, about doing something 
about this doughnut hole. They’d have 
done something about it. But they 
didn’t do anything other than make 
the problem worse. 

And if you listen to them today, you 
would think they cared, but the evi-
dence is before the American people, 
they did nothing at all. And now we are 
going to do something about it within 
a little more than 1 year of coming 
into office. 

Who’s on your side, America? You’ll 
find out this week. 

f 

THE HOUSE HEALTH CARE VOTE 
AND THE CONSTITUTION 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, yesterday’s Wall 
Street Journal highlights the process 
by which Democrats are trying to pass 

this government health care takeover. 
The process is just as bad as the provi-
sions of the bill. 

Professor Michael McConnell, Direc-
tor of the Constitutional Law Center at 
Stanford Law School, wrote the article 
entitled, ‘‘House Health Care Vote and 
the Constitution.’’ Mr. MCCONNELL pre-
sents the process called the Slaughter 
solution, which is nothing more than a 
procedural trick that deems the Senate 
bill passed without ever having a 
straight up-or-down vote. 

The article explains, ‘‘The Slaughter 
solution cannot be squared with Arti-
cle I, section 7 of the Constitution. 
Senate rules protect against 
majoritarian overreach by allowing a 
determined minority to filibuster most 
types of legislation.’’ 

Madam Speaker, Americans need 
jobs, not a law which NFIB claims will 
kill 1.6 million jobs. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Mrs. DAVIS of California asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Madam 
Speaker, opponents often cite polls 
saying the American people don’t want 
Congress to pass health care reform, 
but I’ve talked to my constituents and 
I’ve listened closely to what they ex-
pect from the system. They don’t think 
preexisting conditions should stop you 
from getting coverage. Insurance com-
panies shouldn’t just drop you. And no-
body, nobody should face one-time 40 
percent increases in premiums like 
what just happened in California. 

Madam Speaker, it has been a dif-
ficult and a long debate, but we’re clos-
er than any time in history to putting 
into law the health security Americans 
want. Let’s finish the job and put pa-
tients first. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Mr. SCALISE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SCALISE. Madam Speaker, the 
American people continue to say in 
every opportunity that they can that 
they don’t want a government take-
over of health care. And all they get 
from the tone-deaf liberals that are 
running Congress is this latest attempt 
to ram the bill through. And now this 
latest proposal is the Slaughter solu-
tion where they’re even going to try to 
run it through without an actual vote. 

Now, maybe some of them have been 
around so long that they forget what 
Article I, section 7 of the Constitution 
says, but it actually takes a vote here 
in this House for any bill to pass. And 
I hope their bill doesn’t pass, because 
we need health care reform. We need to 
lower the cost of health care, which 
their bill doesn’t do. We need to ad-
dress preexisting conditions. But we 
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don’t want a government takeover of 
health care. 

If you listen to the American people, 
what they’re saying very loudly and 
clearly is scrap this bill. Let’s go back 
to the table and start over again. 

Now, Speaker PELOSI and her liberal 
lieutenants might run Congress, but 
the American people run this country, 
and their voices will be heard. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. YARMUTH. Madam Speaker, 
every time I hear a Republican talking 
about health care reform, they say the 
American people don’t want it. They 
say it so much that I think they’re be-
ginning to try to convince themselves 
that it’s true. But there’s a national 
poll that shows what the real story is. 

They asked, of all the people who are 
opposed to health care or say they are, 
how many are opposed to it because 
they don’t think it goes far enough. 
Forty percent. Almost 40 percent said 
that was the reason. They will not be 
unhappy when we pass health care re-
form. They will be ecstatic, like the 
shopkeeper I talked to over Christmas 
who said she was against what we’re 
doing because she has diabetes and she 
can’t wait 4 years for the help she 
needs. 

No, the American people will applaud 
us when we pass comprehensive health 
care reform, and I will consider it the 
proudest moment of my service. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Mr. AKIN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. AKIN. Madam Speaker, as I walk 
across back and forth from the Cannon 
Building to come to this Chamber, 
there is a wall in the steam tunnel of 
all of these different pictures that are 
painted by our high school students, 
and one continues to arrest my 
progress. 

A beautiful little redheaded girl 
about 17 years old who looks like my 
daughter, and has beautiful lighting on 
her face. And as you look into her face, 
she has a profound sadness there. And 
the thought has crossed my mind that 
that’s how my daughters will look if 
this bill passes with government ra-
tioning of health care, with the budget 
busted, with the destruction of our 
economy, and unemployment out of 
control. 

We need to fix health care, but we 
don’t need to destroy American health 
care or the American economy. That 
would be sad indeed. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, Members, we, as Members of 
Congress, this week have a choice. We 
have a choice between voting with the 
people who need health care or voting 
with the insurance corporations who 
have fouled this system up for decades. 

The bill that we’re going to deal 
with, the consumers select their insur-
ance plan and their company. Con-
sumers select their doctors. Consumers 
make treatment decisions with their 
doctors. Consumers will keep coverage 
they have if they change their jobs. 

The insurance companies will have 
less control. Insurance companies will 
no longer be able to deny coverage or 
revoke coverage for preexisting condi-
tions. Insurance companies will no 
longer be allowed to cap medical costs 
that people run into all the time for 
treatment. Insurance companies will 
no longer be allowed to drop coverage 
when you get sick. Insurance compa-
nies will have to compete for business. 

That’s why we have a choice. Whose 
side is your Member of Congress on, 
with the people who need health care 
or the ones who want to sell it? 

f 

b 1315 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Mrs. LUMMIS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. LUMMIS. The gentleman from 
Missouri earlier gave a lovely image, 
and I would like to use image as well. 
I would like to use the image of Presi-
dent Obama saying over and over and 
over to the American people, ‘‘If you 
like your health insurance, you can 
keep it.’’ And this bill does not fulfill 
the President’s promise. 

Yesterday in the House Budget Com-
mittee we worked for 8 hours to in-
struct the Rules Committee on how to 
make this a better bill. And we asked 
them to make the President’s promise 
come true, to pass an amendment that 
says if you like your health insurance 
you can keep it. And that was killed on 
a party-line vote, with all of the Re-
publicans voting to help the President 
fulfill his promise to the American peo-
ple and the Democrats voting against 
it. This bill does not fulfill the Presi-
dent’s promise that if you like your in-
surance you can keep it. 

I urge that we kill this misguided 
health care bill. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Mr. POLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. POLIS. In listening to this de-
bate back and forth, I can’t help but be 
struck by the fact that many of the ar-
guments from the other side of the 
aisle are simply not arguments against 
this health care bill. I have heard peo-
ple rail against a government takeover 

of health care. Well, this bill actually 
helps reduce the number of people that 
depend on government programs for 
their health care. This bill will help 
end reliance on government for health 
care. 

I have heard people say that this is 
somehow a rush to get to a bill. Well, 
we have been working on this for well 
over a year. When we first started over 
a year ago, I had calls to my office say-
ing, ‘‘Why are you going so quickly? 
Why don’t you slow down and get it 
right?’’ Now I am getting a lot of calls 
to my office saying, ‘‘Pass health care 
already. It’s all you’ve been talking 
about.’’ 

It is time to pass this bill because 
what is in it is popular with the Amer-
ican people: letting kids and young 
people stay on their parents’ policy 
until they are 26, ending pricing dis-
crimination based upon preexisting 
conditions, helping make insurance 
more affordable for people who are self- 
employed and in small businesses. That 
is what is in this bill, and that is what 
the American people support. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 
(Mr. WHITFIELD asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Madam Speaker, 
since the founding of this great coun-
try, representatives of the people have 
come to this floor, this Chamber, to de-
bate legislation and either vote for it 
or against it. If you support legisla-
tion, stand up and support it. If you are 
opposed to it, stand up and oppose it. 

But today’s Washington Post says 
that House Speaker NANCY PELOSI sug-
gested Monday that she might attempt 
to pass the health care bill without 
having Members vote on it. Instead, 
she would rely on a procedural sleight 
of hand: The House would vote on a 
more popular piece of legislation, but 
under the House rule for that vote, pas-
sage would signify that lawmakers 
‘‘deem’’ the health care bill to be 
passed. Speaker PELOSI added that she 
prefers this tactic because it would po-
litically protect lawmakers who are re-
luctant to publicly support the health 
care bill. She says, ‘‘It’s more insider 
and process-oriented than most people 
want to know, but I like it because 
people don’t have to vote on the health 
care bill.’’ 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 
(Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 

Texas asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas. My voice is not quite clear, but 
I hope, Madam Speaker, that you can 
hear me. 

We are hearing so much talk, and 
you know why? Because we are at a 
point where we are going to choose 
consumers over insurance companies. 
And it is time for that to happen. In-
surance companies have held this pub-
lic hostage for many years, controlling 
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